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ENPBle/}QZQZ 2700 1§§Z =74-(VCJ) PREPARATIONS FOR POW EXCHANGE BEING MADE IN
QQEEHERN LAOS

THE PLANNED MOVEMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR EX~ CHANGES WAS REVEALED ON 27 AUGUST
BY THE NVA 4TH ENGINEER BATTALION OF BINH TRAM 11 OPERATING IN XIENG KHOUANG
PROVINCE, LAQS. THE NUMBERS AND NATIONALITIES OF THE PRISOHERS HERE NOT
SPECIFIED, BUT THEY ARE T0 MOVE ALONG ROUTE 7 SOMETIME DURING THE PERIOD
BETWEEN 31 AUGUST AND 4 SEPTEMBER. IM PREPARATION FOR THE PRISONER MOVEMENT,
THE 4TH BATTALION IS REPAIRING A 13 KILOMETER SECTION OF ROUTE 7 FROM KILOMETER
MARKER 3494 TO 352, LOCATED IN THE DAN BAN-XIENG KHOUANG AREA. FOUR THOUSAND
LOGS WILL BE NEEDED TO CORDUROY THE SECTION OF MUDDY ROAD THAT HAS BEEN
SERIOUSLY DAMAGED BY THE RAINS. THE WORK IS BEING WAMPERED BY A LACK OF
GASOLINE AND REPAIR MATERIALS. ACCORDING TO COLLATERAL, THE PATHET LAO ARE
SCHEDULED TD RELEASE ITS PRISONERS AS PART DF A GEMERAL PRISONER EXCHANGE DN 12
SEPTEMBER. THE EXCHANGE INCLUDES AN AMERICAN CIVILIAN PILOT AS WELL AS LAOTIANS
AND THAIS. THE PILOT'S RELEASE, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 12 SEPTEMBER, HAS BEEN
POSTPONED TO 19 SEPTEMBER. -4?2;*R-XGDS 2 XXHH #8428
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